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KIKA DE LA GARZ A, 15TH DISTR ICT,

97-81 4

THE FARM BILL.

TE XA S- -- -- -- -- -- -- ~

Septe mber 24, 1981

Wash ington , D.C.

Legis lation that will set the stamp on agric ultur al polic
y in this

count ry for the next four years is gettin g prime -time
atten tion right now on
Capit ol Hill and aroun d the natio n.
The 1981 farm bill, which will repla ce previ ous farm legis
latio n expir ing
this month , inclu des basic commodity progra ms cover ing
almos t the entir e producti on of the Unite d State s. Inclu ded in this landm ark
bill will be progra ms
for dairy , wool" and moha ir, wheat , feed grain s, uplan d
cotto n, rice, peanu ts,sug ar,
soybe ans and other comm oditie s as well as agric ultur al
resea rch.
The farm bill alway s has been an impor tant piece of legis
latio n for U·.S.
farme rs, and as the years go by, it becomes more impor
tant to the entir e world .
This year' s bill endea vors to conti nue past progra ms that
assis t farme rs in
makin g a decen t profi t. Admi ttedly , our effor ts have
been hamst rung somewhat by
the Admi nistra tion's demand for extrem ely profo und cuts.
In my capac ity as Chairm an of the House COmmittee on Agric
ulture , I have
alrea dy indic ated that we will have to consi der furth er
cuts in priCe suppo rt
level s appro ved earli er by the Comm ittee"a s part of the
farm bill. Parti cular ly,
it may be neces sary to bring dairy suppo rts below the
75 perce nt of parit y level
appro ved initi ally if we are to meet the budge t targe ts
whith Congr ess set. But
making these reduc tions will not be easy, espec ially at
a time when many farme rs
are being squee zed by a comb inatio n of low price s and
risin g costs .
While we ferve ntly hope that the bill can be compl eted
and sent to the Presi dent
by the end of this month , the outlo ok for appro val befor
e Octob er 1 is nebul ous at
best becau se we must caref ully study what the Senat e has
done with its versi on
0f the farm bill. Only throu gh such caref ul consi derat
ion can we assur e the best
possi ble prote ction for farme rs.

An aura of uncer tainty , then, surrou nds our consi derat ion of
this cruci al,
polic y-set ting bill.

We can only say

OFFICIAL VISIT TO MEXICO.

we wi 11

do our

best.

Last week, Lucil le and I were great ly privi leged to

accompany Vice Presi dent and Mrs. Bush south of the borde
r for the celeb ration of
Septe mber 15-16 --- which marks the begin ning of the war
of indep enden ce with
Mexic o. This holid ay is as impor tant to the peopl e of
Mexic o as July 4 is to us.
' - - - - - - U . S . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASH
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During our stay, we visited the city where Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, a
priest, urged his parishoners on the night of September IS, 1810 to take arms
against their Spanish oppressors.

His speech became known as the "Grito de

Dolores" or "Call of Dolores" --- named after the small village where the
speech was given --- and it kicked off a war of independence that lasted 11 years.
Although Father Hidalgo was executed, his memory lives on in the town renamed
Dolores Hidalgo, where a reenactment of the historic "Grito" occurs each year
and the Presidents of Mexico celebrate it there on the fifth year of their
six-year presidency.
We also visited Mexico City where we watched the Independence Day parade from
a balcony of the National Palace and attended a formal dinner honoring President
Jose Lopez Portillo and his entire Cabinet that was given by the Vice President
and Mrs. Bush at the residence of our Ambassador John Gavin.
It was a very informal and quite happy occasion for all of us.

I would like

further to report what a great job Ambassador Gavin is doing for us, both he and
his charming wife Connie are truly representing us in an excellent manner.

We

should all be happy and proud of them.

*
FOREIGN SERVICE EXA}I.

*

*

October 23 is the deadline for sending in an application

to take the Foreign Service written examination.

This exam, which will be given

December 5 in San Antonio and other Texas cities and in cities across the United
States, is used by the U.S.Departments of State and Commerce and the U.S. International Communications Agency to select foreign service officers, foreign service
information officers and foreign service commercial officers.
The exam is a difficult one stressing a background in politics, economics and
administration.

The competition for foreign service jobs is tough since only a

small number of posts open up each year.
Applicants must be at least 20 years of age by the date of the exam and
American citizens. Application forms, instructions, sample questions, and other
pertinent materials may be obtained by writing to the Foreign Service Officer Recruitment Branch, Department of State, Box 9317, Rosslyn Station, Arlington,
Virginia, 22209.

*
VISITORS FROM HOfffi this week were:
Brownsville; Dora S. Romero of Los
Mercedes; Iris Hernandez of Pharr;
Sanchez of Weslaco. Also visiting
Office, formerly of Brownsville.

*

R.E. Hunt of Alice; Dr. Emilio O. Hernandez of
Fresnos; Josie Garcia of McAllen;Jamic Gough of
Mayor Jeff burke of Rio Hondo; and Samuel
was Philip Webre of the Congressional Budget
'It

*

*
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